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Alere and FIND introduce new diagnostic test for sleeping sickness
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The test delivers results after only 15 minutes and does not require specialised equipment or electricity.

US-based diagnostics firm Alere’s subsidiary Standard Diagnostics in the Republic of Korea and global nonprofit organisation
FIND have introduced a new rapid diagnostic test (RDT) for human African trypanosomiasis (HAT) or sleeping sickness.

The new SD BIOLINE HAT 2.0 is an immunochromatographic test designed to rapidly detect antibodies against the sleeping
sickness-causing parasite, Trypanosoma brucei gambiense.

The test delivers results after only 15 minutes and does not require specialised equipment or electricity, enabling usage even
in remote and resource-limited settings.

Research by the Universities of Dundee and Cambridge in the UK has contributed to the development of the test, which is
intended to aid elimination of the disease in the communities of sub-Saharan African countries.

The test includes two recombinant parasite antigens that were jointly developed by the universities. FIND and Standard
Diagnostics have previously partnered to develop another rapid HAT diagnostic test, SD BIOLINE HAT, which is currently
available in approximately 17 endemic countries.


https://biospectrumasia.com

