
Resurgence of swine flu in India

31 July 2017 | News | By Aishwarya Venkatesh

2017 has seen a sharp rise in the number of swine flu cases in comparison to 2016.

At least 600 people have died and over 12,500 people have been affected by the deadly swine flu outbreak in India as of 28th 
July, 2017. The rising cases have put the entire nation on red alert, with health officials struggling to contain the virus that is 
multiplying incessantly in the Indian soil. The panic button has been hit, with the authorities and scientists scrambling to 
control the rising number of cases and deaths which is far more than in 2016.

As per the government data, Maharashtra alone accounted for almost 50 per cent of all deaths, this year, as it recorded 
nearly 300 deaths out of the 2,324 cases said a government report. The country has registered 12,460 swine-flu cases so far 
this year as compared to 1,786 cases reported last year. So far, Gujarat recorded 75 deaths out of 289 infections, while in 
Kerala 63 out of 1,127 people succumbed to H1N1 complications. In Rajasthan, 59 persons died out of 407 reported cases. 
Karanataka had 15 deaths out of 2,377 cases, while Telangana and Tamil Nadu registered 17 and 15 deaths out of 1,443 
and 2,896 cases, respectively.

Along with the other states, the country’s national capital Delhi is also struggling under the clutches of the virus. As many as 
320 cases of the H1N1 virus have been reported from the national capital with two deaths. Health authorities have found that 
delays in diagnosis and treatment have been the major factor leading to deaths.

Though, seasonal influenza may affect all age groups; globally incidence is higher in young children and those above 65 
years. However, this year, experts are alarmed at the steep rise in the number of swine flu cases among young adults - about 
40% of the deaths and 50% of the infections are among people in the 20-50 years age group, with no co-morbid conditions.

A viral illness, Swine flu, causes serious health problems. The virus killed 981 people in 2009 and 1,763 in 2010. The 
mortality decreased in 2011 to 75. It claimed 405 lives in 2012 and 699 lives in 2013. In 2014, a total of 218 people died from 
the H1N1 flu, India recorded 837 laboratory confirmed cases in the year. In 2016, the country recorded 265 swine flu deaths, 
whereas in 2015 a total of 42,592 cases and 2,990 deaths were reported. The World Health Organization called it a 
pandemic in 2009 after it started rapidly spreading globally. India was worst affected in by it in 2015 with 42,592 cases of 
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