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Singapore: US-based Ariad Pharmaceuticals has granted Specialised Therapeutics Australia (STA), a specialty 
pharmaceutical company, the exclusive rights to commercialize Iclusig (ponatinib) in Australia in patients with Philadelphia-
positive (Ph+) leukemias.

Under the terms of the agreement, STA will be responsible for obtaining marketing authorization and pricing and 
reimbursement approval of Iclusig and assisting Ariad in regulatory filings for Iclusig in Australia. STA will book sales of 
Iclusig to pharmacies and other distributors, while Ariad will supply packaged drug to STA. The term of the agreement is 
seven years from the first commercial sale of Iclusig following reimbursement approval. At the conclusion of the term, Ariad 
will have the option to take over commercialization of Iclusig in Australia or to extend the agreement with STA. 

"This agreement illustrates how we plan to make Iclusig available to patients in geographies where we do not anticipate 
setting up our own commercial activities near term," said Mr Marty J Duvall, executive vice president and chief commercial 
officer of Ariad. "STA has a proven track-record in oncology marketing and market access in Australia and is successfully 
distributing several important oncology brands in this region."

Ariad submitted a marketing application for Iclusig in the third quarter of 2013 to the Therapeutic Goods Administration (TGA) 
in Australia. Marketing approval and commercial launch of Iclusig are expected in the fourth quarter of 2014. Prior to launch, 
Ariad and STA will collaborate to make Iclusig available to patients with refractory chronic myeloid leukemia (CML) and Ph+ 
acute lymphoblastic leukemia (ALL) under a Special Access Program.

"Iclusig is as an important cancer medicine for patients with difficult-to-treat CML or Ph+ ALL who have few options available 
to them," said Carlo Montagner, chief executive officer at STA. "We look forward to a successful collaboration with Ariad 
providing refractory CML patients in Australia with a new highly effective treatment option."

"Some patients with this disease build resistance to current therapies and eventually run low on treatment options," said 
Professor Timothy Hughes, consulting haematologist at the Royal Adelaide Hospital and one of the PACE trial investigators. 
"I anticipate that Iclusig will be a valuable new therapy for adult patients with refractory CML."
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