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Chinaa??s API Industry Signals Strategic Global Shift At API China 2026
Overseas Pharmaceutical Market Forum
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ECHEMI&??s Bree Wang Highlights Chinad??s Transition From Cost Driven Manufacturing To Globally Integrated
Pharmaceutical Supply Leadership
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Reporting on ground from APl China 2026, BioSpectrum Asia observed a strong strategic focus on the future of global
pharmaceutical manufacturing and supply chain transformation during the opening session of the 2026 Overseas
Pharmaceutical Products and Market Trends Conference, organised alongside ECHEMI.

The session brought together international pharmaceutical stakeholders, APl manufacturers, export leaders, regulatory
experts, and supply chain strategists to examine how China’s active pharmaceutical ingredient industry is entering a
defining phase of global repositioning amid changing geopolitical realities, compliance expectations, and pharmaceutical
sourcing strategies.

Delivering the featured keynote session titled “A Turning Point for China’s API Exports: Reshaping the Global
Pharmaceutical Supply Chain,” Bree Wang, Vice President and Pharmaceutical Division General Manager of ECHEMI,
presented a detailed overview of how China’'s pharmaceutical export ecosystem is evolving beyond traditional
manufacturing scale advantages towards a more integrated, quality driven, and globally aligned supply chain model.

The presentation reflected a broader industry transition currently unfolding across global pharmaceutical markets, where
resilience, regulatory reliability, operational continuity, and manufacturing transparency are increasingly becoming as
important as production economics. The discussion highlighted how international pharmaceutical buyers are reassessing
procurement models following years of supply chain disruptions, pandemic induced manufacturing pressures, geopolitical
uncertainties, and heightened scrutiny around critical medicine security.

According to the session commentary, China’s API sector is how positioning itself within a far more sophisticated global
pharmaceutical framework, one increasingly shaped by international compliance standards, digital manufacturing systems,
sustainability requirements, intelligent production capabilities, and long term strategic partnerships with multinational
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pharmaceutical companies.

Bree Wang emphasised that Chinese pharmaceutical manufacturers are accelerating investments in advanced production
infrastructure, regulatory harmonisation, specialised API capabilities, and integrated service models to strengthen their
competitiveness across global pharmaceutical markets. The discussion further explored how Chinese manufacturers are
seeking to move higher across the pharmaceutical value chain by focusing on complex APls, high quality intermediates,
process optimisation, and globally compliant manufacturing ecosystems.

The session also examined the growing fragmentation and diversification of global pharmaceutical supply chains, where
healthcare systems and pharmaceutical companies are simultaneously balancing cost optimisation, supply security,
localisation pressures, and risk mitigation strategies. Industry delegates noted that while diversification efforts continue
globally, China remains deeply embedded within international pharmaceutical manufacturing due to its scale, infrastructure
maturity, technical expertise, and established supplier networks.

A major theme emerging from the conference discussions was the increasing convergence between pharmaceutical
manufacturing and digital industrial transformation. Speakers and delegates highlighted how automation, intelligent
manufacturing systems, Al enabled production optimisation, traceability technologies, and digitally integrated supply chains
are beginning to redefine competitiveness across the pharmaceutical sector.

The session further reflected China’s ambition to strengthen its role not only as a manufacturing powerhouse, but also as a
strategic innovation and supply chain partner supporting global pharmaceutical stability. Discussions highlighted that future
growth opportunities are likely to emerge from higher value manufacturing, international collaborations, cross border
regulatory alignment, and technology driven pharmaceutical ecosystems.

Industry participants attending the conference also discussed the rising importance of sustainable manufacturing practices,
green chemistry initiatives, and environmentally responsible production frameworks as global pharmaceutical buyers
increasingly incorporate ESG expectations into supplier evaluation and procurement decisions.

The opening session set a distinctly forward looking tone for the broader conference agenda at APl China 2026, where
discussions throughout the day continued to focus on biopharmaceutical growth, international trade flows, regional market
expansion, manufacturing intelligence, and the future structure of pharmaceutical supply ecosystems across Asia and
beyond.

The 2026 Overseas Pharmaceutical Products and Market Trends Conference forms part of the wider APl China 2026
platform in Shanghai, bringing together pharmaceutical industry leaders, exporters, regulators, technology providers, and
international healthcare stakeholders to explore the next phase of global pharmaceutical manufacturing transformation.



