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Discussions at the 2026 Pharmaceutical Innovation And Compliance Development Forum focused on intelligent
manufacturing systems, factory digitalisation, automation, and data driven pharmaceutical operations.

China’s pharmaceutical industry is rapidly advancing towards intelligent manufacturing ecosystems, with smart
pharmaceutical factories and digital production systems emerging as key strategic priorities for the sector’s future growth
and global competitiveness.

Speaking during the 2026 Pharmaceutical Innovation And Compliance Development Forum held alongside API China
2026 in Shanghai, industry expert Cao Guoping highlighted how pharmaceutical manufacturing digitalisation is reshaping
operational efficiency, compliance visibility, production quality, and industrial scalability across China’s pharmaceutical
ecosystem.

“Smart pharmaceutical factories are no longer conceptual models for the future. They are becoming the operational
foundation for quality consistency, manufacturing efficiency, compliance visibility, and sustainable pharmaceutical growth
in China’s evolving industrial ecosystem,” said Cao Guoping during the forum discussions.

The session explored how pharmaceutical manufacturers are increasingly integrating intelligent automation systems,
digital operational monitoring, AI enabled analytics, and connected production infrastructure to optimise manufacturing
performance and strengthen regulatory compliance capabilities.

“The pharmaceutical industry is entering an era where manufacturing competitiveness will increasingly depend
on digital intelligence, operational connectivity, and real time decision making. Smart pharmaceutical factories
are enabling enterprises to move beyond conventional production systems towards integrated manufacturing
ecosystems driven by automation, data transparency, AI assisted monitoring, and predictive operational
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management. As regulatory expectations continue to evolve globally, digital manufacturing transformation will
become essential not only for efficiency and quality consistency, but also for long term sustainability, compliance
readiness, and international competitiveness across pharmaceutical operations.”
— Cao Guoping, Speaking At The 2026 Pharmaceutical Innovation And Compliance Development Forum, API
China 2026, Shanghai

A major focus of the discussion centred around the transition from traditional production environments towards intelligent
manufacturing systems capable of delivering:

• Real time production visibility
• Predictive operational management
• Automated quality monitoring
• Manufacturing process optimisation
• Enhanced data traceability
• Improved compliance management
• Sustainable production efficiency

Speakers noted that pharmaceutical manufacturing digitalisation is becoming increasingly important as companies face
rising regulatory expectations, operational complexity, and global competition within biologics, advanced therapies, and
high value pharmaceutical production.

The forum also highlighted the role of smart factories in supporting China’s broader pharmaceutical industrial upgrading
strategy, particularly in areas such as:

• AI driven manufacturing systems
• Intelligent pharmaceutical equipment
• Data integrated production environments
• Digital quality governance frameworks
• Automated process control systems
• Supply chain transparency and resilience

Industry leaders at the event emphasised that intelligent manufacturing adoption is no longer viewed purely as an
operational upgrade, but as a strategic business transformation initiative critical for long term competitiveness and
international market expansion.

The discussions reflected China’s growing ambitions to strengthen its position within global pharmaceutical manufacturing
through innovation driven production capabilities, advanced technology integration, and digitally enabled industrial
ecosystems.

The forum forms part of the broader API China 2026 exhibition ecosystem, co located alongside PharmChina 2026, NHNE
2026, PHARMPACK 2026, and SINOPHEX 2026.

BioSpectrum Asia Reporting From Shanghai:
“The discussions around smart pharmaceutical factories at API China 2026 reflect how China’s pharmaceutical industry is
rapidly positioning intelligent manufacturing and digital operational systems at the centre of its next industrial growth
phase.”


