BioSpectum

ASIA EDITION

Stem cell therapy effective in liver cirrhosis

04 July 2012 | News | By BioSpectrum Bureau

Stem cell therapy effective in liver cirrhosis

NTTage ot tourna or type unRIown

Singapore: A study conducted by Beike Biotechnology Company in conjunction with physicians and researchers at two
Chinese hospitals, documents the effectiveness of cord blood-derived stem cells in treating primary biliary cirrhosis (PBC).
Researchers noted that additional clinical trials would be required before stem cells can become an accepted therapy for liver
cirrhosis.

Professor Jin-hui Yang, director of the Department of Hepatology in the 2nd Affiliated Hospital of Kunming Medical College
stated, "Given the severity of liver cirrhosis and its related conditions, and the limited number of options available to treat
those who suffer from it, this finding represents an important, potentially significant breakthrough.”

PBC is a chronic, progressive liver disease that leads eventually to fibrosis and cirrhosis of the liver. It affects 1 in 1,000
women over the age of 40. Approximately one-third of those who suffer from PBC and its related conditions do not respond
well to Ursodeoxycholic acid (UDCA) treatment, which is the only currently FDA-approved standard medical treatment for the
condition. Many of those patients ultimately require liver transplantation.

Beike's Chairman, Dr Sean Hu, commented, "With a growing body of research that demonstrates the effectiveness of cord
blood-derived stem cell therapies in treating a broad range of chronic conditions, this latest study is a milestone in the
continuing effort to gain broad acceptance and recognition of regenerative medicine as a mainstream treatment option. We
look forward to conducting more comprehensive clinical trials to attempt to validate the positive outcomes we have already
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observed."



