
China's CanSino receives over $17 M from Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation to 
accelerate polio vaccine development

10 October 2024 | News 

Funding will further accelerate the clinical progress of the VLP-polio vaccine

China-based CanSino Biologics Inc. has received an additional financial boost, securing a grant exceeding $17 million to 
propel its recombinant poliovirus vaccine (VLP-Polio) project forward. This new funding, which builds on the initial funding 
received in October 2023, also encompasses potential related combined vaccine candidates.

In addition to the grant, CanSinoBIO has also obtained approval to start phase I/II clinical trials for the VLP-Polio vaccine in 
Indonesia, focusing on infants and toddlers in certain ages. This marks an important step forward in ensuring VLP-Polios 
safety and efficacy for the most vulnerable population.

This funding will further accelerate the clinical progress of the VLP-Polio vaccine, while the introduction of this vaccine 
candidate is expected to fill a gap in the market.

Leveraging the company's profound expertise in protein structure design and virus-like particle (VLP) assembly technology, 
the VLP-Polio vaccine stands as a non-infectious alternative which eliminates the need for live viruses. This pioneering 
approach promises superior safety with comparable or superior immunogenicity, earning recognition from the World Health 
Organization (WHO) as a pivotal tool for future polio eradication, particularly in the post-eradication era. This vaccine 
candidate holds immense significance in the global endeavor to control and eliminate polio, safeguarding millions of children 
and families from this devastating condition.

CanSinoBIO has been an avid participant in the WHO's polio eradication strategy, attentively tracking global disease 
prevention requirements. The funding received will further bolster CanSinoBIO's capacity to deliver innovative, high-quality, 
and affordable vaccines worldwide, aligning with the ambition of making advanced vaccine products accessible to all.
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