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All data involved in this report come from the results of an online survey project conducted by BGI Genomics

By 2040, the burden of colorectal cancer (CRC) is projected to increase to 3.2 million new cases and 1.6 million deaths per 
year representing a 66% and 71% rise in new cases and deaths respectively relative to 2020.

To better address the global burden of CRC and reduce its impact, China-based BGI Genomics has launched the second 
edition of its global CRC awareness report, covering 1,938 respondents from Brazil (306), China (367), Poland (300), Saudi 
Arabia (300), Thailand (362), and Uruguay (303):  

CRC Screening Gaps Vary Globally: Nearly half (49.3%) of global respondents have never undergone CRC screening, with 
the highest proportions in Saudi Arabia (62.0%) and Poland (61.0%).

Preference for Fecal Testing Over Colonoscopy: Although colonoscopies are more recognized (33.4%), fecal tests at 
healthcare facilities are preferred (31.8%), reflecting a trend towards non-invasive methods.

Cost and Fear are Determinants of Screening Choice: Fear of colonoscopy (18.2%) and screening costs (17.7%) are major 
barriers to CRC screening. Poland (24.7%) and Uruguay (21.0%) show the highest fear of colonoscopy, while Thailand 
(24.5%) and Brazil (20%) indicate the most concern about costs.

Medical Advice and Family History Drive CRC Screening: Doctor's recommendations are a major driver for CRC screening 
(30.5% globally), with Uruguay showing the highest adherence (44.1%). Additionally, those with a family history of CRC are 
more proactive in screening (64.5%), compared to the general population (35.0%).

https://biospectrumasia.com


Prof. Varut Lohsiriwat from Mahidol University, Thailand offers his insights to this report suggesting, "The essence of effective 
cancer screening lies in the acceptance and adherence of the patient to the screening method. The best screening method is 
the one that the patient accepts and adheres to because that's the method that will actually benefit them."

 


