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Through the E-2025 initiative, these countries will receive specialized support and technical guidance as they work 
towards the target of zero malaria

A new initiative launched on April 21, 2021, aims to halt transmission of the disease in 25 more countries by 2025.

Of the 87 countries with malaria, 46 reported fewer than 10 000 cases of the disease in 2019 compared to 26 countries in 
2000. By the end of 2020, 24 countries had reported interrupting malaria transmission for 3 years or more. Of these, 11 were 
certified malaria-free by WHO.

Most countries that reach zero malaria have strong primary health care systems that ensure access to malaria prevention, 
diagnosis and treatment services, without financial hardship, for everyone living within their borders – regardless of nationality 
or legal status. “Success is driven, first and foremost, by political commitment within a malaria-endemic country to end the 
disease,” said Dr Pedro Alonso, Director of the WHO Global Malaria Programme.

Robust data systems are also key to success, together with strong community engagement. Many countries that eliminate 
malaria have relied on dedicated networks of volunteer health workers to detect and treat the disease in remote and hard-to-
reach areas.

Through the E-2020 initiative, launched in 2017, WHO has supported 21 countries in their efforts to get to zero malaria cases 
within the 2020 timeline. A new WHO report summarizes progress and lessons learned in these countries over the last 3 
years. 

According to the report, 8 of the E-2020 member countries reported zero indigenous cases of human malaria by the end of 
2020:  Algeria, Belize, Cabo Verde, China, El Salvador, the Islamic Republic of Iran, Malaysia and Paraguay.  In Malaysia, 
the P. knowlesi parasite, normally found in monkeys, infected approximately 2600 people in 2020.

https://biospectrumasia.com
https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/340881/9789240024359-eng.pdf


Building on the successes of the E-2020, WHO has identified a new group of 25 countries that have the potential to stamp 
out malaria within a 5-year timeline. Through the E-2025 initiative, these countries will receive specialized support and 
technical guidance as they work towards the target of zero malaria.

In the 6 countries of the subregion – Cambodia, China (Yunnan Province), Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Myanmar, 
Thailand and Viet Nam – the reported number of malaria cases fell by 97% between 2000 and 2020.


