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Ken Keller, currently leading the US Business and CEO of the Company’s US affiliates Daiichi Sankyo, Inc and 
American Regent, Inc, will lead this new team as Head of the Oncology Business Unit, effective, April 1, 2021

Japanese firm Daiichi Sankyo Company has announced that it will create a new Oncology Business Unit, effective April 1, 
2021, aligning the US and European oncology businesses, global oncology functions of marketing, market access and 
pricing, medical affairs as well as alliance management under one team singularly devoted to people with cancer.

Ken Keller, currently leading the US Business and CEO of the Company’s US affiliates Daiichi Sankyo, Inc and American 
Regent, Inc, will lead this new team as Head of the Oncology Business Unit, effective, April 1, 2021, and will remain 
President and CEO of Daiichi Sankyo, Inc. Paul Diolosa, currently Senior Vice President of Operations of American Regent, 
Inc, will succeed Keller as President and CEO of American Regent, Inc as of April 1, 2021.

As oncology business growth will be driven primarily by the US and Europe in the near-term, the Company will launch the 
Oncology Business Unit by combining these two markets.

“Daiichi Sankyo will accelerate one of the boldest strategies we have embarked upon – to realise our 2025 Vision Global 
Pharma Innovator with competitive advantage in Oncology,” said Sunao Manabe, President and CEO, Daiichi Sankyo 
Company, Ltd.

“The Oncology Business Unit will allow us to bring an unprecedented focus to respond to the rapid changes we see in 
standards of care, treatment and diagnoses patterns, and payer dynamics from both perspectives of business and science,” 
said Keller.

https://biospectrumasia.com


Keller, who joined Daiichi Sankyo in 2014, has more than 30 years of experience in the pharmaceutical industry in general 
management, commercial, international and joint venture leadership, as well as chief operating officer experience in several 
therapeutic areas, including oncology, bone health, rheumatology, dermatology and primary care. Prior to joining the Daiichi 
Sankyo Group, Keller was the President and Chief Operating Officer at Spectrum Pharmaceuticals and prior to that spent 21 
years at Amgen. At Amgen, Keller was Vice President and General Manager leading a number of highly successful, high 
profile business units in the US. Keller held roles of advancing responsibilities including Vice President of Oncology marketing 
and has significant international experience, having been Amgen’s Managing Director, UK and Ireland. Keller started his 
career as a professional sales representative.


