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The two companies will jointly investigate multiple candidates with the goal of advancing an efficacious and safe 
SARS-CoV-2 vaccine into clinical development

Sanofi Pasteur, the vaccines global business unit of Sanofi, and US based Translate Bio, a clinical-stage messenger RNA 
(mRNA) therapeutics company, will collaborate to develop a novel mRNA vaccine for COVID-19. This collaboration leverages 
an existing agreement from 2018 between the two companies to develop mRNA vaccines for infectious diseases.

Translate Bio has begun to produce multiple mRNA constructs and will use its mRNA platform to discover, design, and 
manufacture a number of SARS-CoV-2 vaccine candidates. Sanofi will provide deep vaccine expertise and support from its 
external research networks to advance vaccine candidates for potential further development.  Translate Bio has established 
100 gram single-batch production with its clinical-stage mRNA therapeutics platform. Build-out is underway of dedicated 
manufacturing space through a contract manufacturing partner to accommodate at least two 250-gram batches per month.  
Depending on the final human dose, the mRNA platform of Translate Bio has excellent promise to meet the future demands 
for a pandemic response.

For Sanofi, this marks a second collaboration in its efforts to develop a novel COVID-19 vaccine candidate. In February 2020, 
Sanofi announced a collaboration with the Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA) to advance 
a novel COVID-19 vaccine candidate. The agreement with BARDA calls for Sanofi to initiate development of a recombinant, 
protein-based vaccine candidate against COVID-19.

https://biospectrumasia.com

